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I CORINTHIANS, i. 1, 2. 
Paul, called to be an Jlpostle of Jesus Christ, through the will ofGoD9 
and Sosthenes our brother, unto the church of God which is at 
Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints9 
with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, both theirs and ours ” 

IT seems that the Christians at Corinth, whom 
Paul had been instrumental in converting to Christ and 
organizing in a church state, had their affections and 
regard for him, as an apostle, much weakened, soon 
after he left them, by the influence of some false apos* 
ties and deceitful workers. He, therefore, commences 
his letter by asserting the fact of his being called to be 
an apostle of Jesus Christ, through the will of God j 

and directs his address to them as a church of God, 

composed of those, who are “ sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints, with all,” and like all other 
churches, ** in every place who call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is both their Lord and 
ours.” Here the Apostle recognizes a church of God 

at Corinth, and addresses his letter to it. But lest any 
should doubt who he meant to include by the term 
church, he describes the character of those who com- 
posed it. They were sanctified by the Spirit, and had 
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become one in Christ Jesus by a vital union to him, if 
they were what they professed to be. They were also 
called of Goo and separated from the rest of the world 
by his grace, as saints or holy persons. But lest any 
should suppose that the church at Corinth only was 
composed of persons of this character, he mentions all 
churches in every place, and gives a further distinctive 
mark of those who constitute them, viz. ‘they call 
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who is both 
their Lord as Christians, and ours as apostles and 
preachers of his gospel.’ 

From our text thus explained, it is my object briefly 
to consider the nature and design of a church. 

For the sake of perspicuity, the church of God may 
be distinguished into visible and invisible, general and 
particular. The invisible church comprises all, who 
are actually pardoned through the blood of Christ and 
renewed by his spirit, whether on earth or in heaven. 
This is “ the church of the firstborn, whose names are 
enrolled in heaven.” The visible church includes all, 
who profess to believe in Christ, to partake of his 
grace, to receive his truth, and to follow him in the re¬ 
generation. This is the general church on earth of 
which Christ is the head. It exists under different 
denominations: as the church of England, the Pres- 
byterian church, the Methodist church, the Baptist 
church, the Congregational church, &c. These in¬ 
clude all who profess the religion of Christ, under 
these different names. They are subdivided into par¬ 
ticular churches, which, in each denomination, have 
some bond of union, more or less distinct, and explic¬ 
itly acknowledged. The congregational form and or¬ 
der of the church more generally obtains in this region. 



The idea of every particular church, in this denomina¬ 

tion, is an assemblage of persons, who have been call¬ 

ed out and separated from the world by the word and 

spirit of God, who profess to know, love and believe in 

Christ,—to receive liis truth and submit to his authori¬ 
ty, who hold the same general views of his doctrines, 

and covenant to walk together as Christians, for the 

mutual enjoyment of the ordinances and worship of 

God. Uniting with such a church, manifesting our 

agreement with it in doctrine, separating from the 

world, expressing our faith in and love to Christ, as^ 

senting to the covenant, and attending upon gospel or¬ 

dinances, is professing religion, or confessing Christ 

before men. To do this is undoubtedly the duty of 

all who believe, and who hope that they have passed 

from death unto life. 

But this idea of a church, it will be perceived, is 

very different from that which some maintain, who say, 

that a church is any assembly of persons who statedly 

worship together in any particular place, though they 

make no open avowal of their faith, nor pretend to the 

power of Godliness. The definition, however, which 

we have given, we conceive to be the scriptural one. 

The original word, which is translated church, does 

indeed sometimes mean, an assemblage of persons 

collected for any purpose ; but this is not the usual or 

general meaning, as applied by the sacred writers. As 

used by them it, evidently, means a select religious so¬ 

ciety, a society separated from the world by its relig¬ 

ious character and belief, a society distinct from the 

congregation who may worship with it, an assembly 

who profess, to have been called and sanctified by the 

grace of Christ,—to submit to his authority, and to 
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adore and love and obey him. In our text we learn, 
that the church at Corinth was composed of those who 

were sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, and 

that they, with all others in every place, called upon 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. The church is 

called a building or a temple, resting u upon the foun¬ 

dation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ him¬ 

self being the chief corner stoneand having all its 

parts united and “ built up a spiritual house for the 

habitation of God, through the spirit.” It is called air 

so a body, having many members, of which Christ is 

the head. They must, therefore, have some distinctive 

marks, by which they are known as the disciples of 

Christ. They must agree in feeling and in views, 

with respect to the doctrines and experience of his re¬ 

ligion. The letters of St. Paul, which we have, were 
mostly directed to particular churches ; and in his di¬ 

rections, he distinguishes those that are without from 

those that are within. The church, therefore, does not 

include all who belong to a particular congregation 

and occasionally worship together in one place, but all 

who profess to believe in Christ and unite together for 

the purpose which has been expressed. 

What then is necessary to constitute a church, ac¬ 

cording to this idea of it ? What is the design of such a 

church ? What is necessary that this design may be 

answered ? These are important inquiries, which, I 

think, the occasion will warrant us to consider. 

I. What is necessary to constitute a church of 

Christ ? The first thing obviously necessary is, that 

those who compose it should profess to believe in him. 

No religious society, however organized, could be 

considered a Christian church or a church of Christ, 
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the members of which denied, or did hot profess to be¬ 
lieve in him, or rejected the record which God hath 
given of his son. No one* who receives the truth of 
the gospel, will be so inconsistent as to call such a so* 
ciety a church of God. Infidels and unbelievers, by 
whatever moral or religious maxims they profess to be 
regulated, are “ aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise.” 
Our Saviour required faith in all who would become 
his disciples. He said to the Jews, “ If ye believe not 
that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. This is the 
work of God that ye believe on him whom he hath 
sent.” He commended and pronounced a blessing on 
Peter, when he professed his faith in him as “ the 
Christ the Son of the living God.”—The Apostles re¬ 
quired a profession of faith of all whom they admitted 
to the sacred ordinances of the church. This is mani¬ 
fest in the case of the Jailer and of the Ethiopian Eu¬ 
nuch, and in other instances which might be mentioned. 
And this profession of faith in Christ must be made 
understanding^, i. e. with just views of his character 
and of the plan of salvation through him. If our con¬ 
ceptions of him and of his truth be essentially errone¬ 
ous, if they do not agree with the revelation which he 
has made of himself and of his will, it is obvious that, 
whatever we profess, we do not profess that faith in 
Christ as the saviour of sinners, which will entitle us 
to the privileges of his church. Some just knowledge, 
therefore, of the Lord Jesus and of the doctrines and 
commands of his word must be required in that profes¬ 
sion of faith, which is necessary to be made by those 
who compose any particular church. 
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This profession, also, must be a profession of the be¬ 
lief of the heart. 44 If thou believest with all thine 

heart,” said Philip to the Eunuch, 44 thou mayest,’ 

44 for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” 

To profess any other faith than that, which “ worketh 

by love and purifieth the heart,” would be to profess 

what would do us no good, what would never qualify 

us for communion with his family, what would not se¬ 

cure the “ salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eter¬ 

nal glory.” 

This profession of faith must, therefore, of course 

include a profession of experimental godliness, or 

the exhibition of evidence that the heart has been 

renewed by the spirit of God. We say this profes¬ 

sion does of course include this, since true faith or 
the belief of the heart in Christ, is a fruit of the spirit 

or an exercise of the new creature. None possess 

saving faith, except those who have been born of the 

spirit. No one, then, can profess it, so as to have 

his profession believed, without professing, and giving 

reason to hope, that he has passed from death unto 

life. Besides, Christ says : 44 Except a man be bom 

again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” If this 

holy change is required to enter the heavenly king¬ 

dom, nothing less than a profession of this should be 

required to enter the visible church; unless we sup¬ 

pose that Christ requires the church on earth to be 

composed of those whom he will not receive to his 

glory. Hence the apostle designates the members 

of the church at Corinth by being 44 sanctified in 

Christ Jesus.” Not, perhaps, that they were all 

thus sanctified, but all professed to be so, and all, 

doubtless, had given a reason of their hope that they 

were so. To constitute any particular church, there^ 
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fore, its members should give credible evidence, that 

they have been born of the spirit, that they partake 

of a divine nature, that they hate sin and love holi¬ 

ness. By credible evidence, we mean the proper 

and outward expression or fruits of a sanctified heart, 

such scriptural evidence as every Christian should be 

able to give as a reason of his hope. Some, indeed, 

may be deceived, with regard to the true nature of 

their religious exercises, and profess to hope that they 

have been born of the spirit; and others may judge 

favorably of them and receive them as Christians, 

when, after a time, they show themselves to be hypo¬ 

crites. But, because it is a fact, that many profess 

what they do not feel, and many are found in the 

church whose conduct proves them to be unsound at 

heart, are the terms of admission to the church to be 

lowered, and vital piety to be considered unnecessary 

in those who constitute it? It will not be denied, that 

faith is necessary to an acceptable attendance on the 

ordinances of the church. This faith doubtless should 

be that, which takes hold on Christ and saves the soul. 

It must, therefore, be professed, and ought to be ex* 

ercised by all who compose the visible church. 
2. Another thing necessary to constitute a church 

of Christ is, that those who compose it should agree 

in their general views of gospel truth 5 and this agree¬ 

ment should be manifest, in adopting or subscribing 

to a statement of those fundamental doctrines of salva¬ 

tion by Jesus Christ, which they all profess to receive. 

This would be but an expression of what they pro* 

fess to believe as Christians, and of what they con¬ 

ceive to be the foundation on which they rest, and by 

which they are distinguished as a church of Christ? 
a 
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They must be known, as well by their articles of 
faith as by their Christian character. If they are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, they are sanctified through 

the truth. And shall they have no manifest agree¬ 

ment, with regard to the truth by which they have 

been called to be saints ?—Such an agreement, or 

creed if you please, is warranted by scripture and 
by the practice of the chureh in generations which 

have gone, and is needful to its prosperity and even to 

its existence. 
The apostles, in receiving persons to the church* 

required of them an avowal of their faith ; and we 

cannot suppose that any church was constituted under 

their ministry, without an explicit agreement among 

the members, in the articles of their belief. For, in 

their letters, they warn the churches against errors 

in doctrine, and exhort them, ‘ to be of the same mind 

and of the same judgment, to contend for the faith as 

it was once delivered to the saints, to hold fast the 
truth. If any one preached to them any other gospel 

than that which they had received, they were to con¬ 

sider him as accursed, and if any one brought not to 

them the true doctrine, they must not admit him into 

their houses nor bid him God speed.’ This implies 

that they had the gospel and the doctrines of Christ* 

and were or ought to be agreed in their views of them. 

St. Paul commands Timothy, “ to hold fast the form 

of sound words.” This form, doubtless, was that 

system of sound doctrines which he had received of 

the Apostle, and which was to be committed by him 

to “the church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth.” To be the pillar and ground 

of the truth, or to exhibit it to the world and support 
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and defend it, the church must necessarily hold it in 

some visible and definite form, and the members must 

be agreed in their views of it. 

That portion of the church, which has not held the 

truth in unrighteousness, or which has not been cor¬ 

rupted by heresy, has, from the earliest period of its 

history, felt the importance of agreement in the form of 

sound words, and has, generally, especially since the 

reformation, been organized on the ground of creeds 

or confessions of faith. These, while they have been 

sanctioned by wise and holy men and by the blessing 

of God, have had their use in exhibiting the Christian 

doctrine before the world to the glory of Christ. They 

have also actually been found conducive to the pros¬ 
perity of the church, whether we regard its internal 

purity or outward respect and enlargement. They 
are a guard, set tQ watch and defend the city against 

the assaults of the enemy. They serve to prevent the 

intrusion of those errors, which destroy the soul, and 

afford a rule by which heretics within may be proper¬ 

ly tried, not to speak of the restraint they impose 
upon the bold speculations of unsound professors. 

Besides, how can peace and harmony prevail among 
the brethren, if they have no united expression or un¬ 
derstanding of their views of the grand and peculiar 

truths of the gospel ? How can they walk together, so 

as to be edified and mutually grow in grace and in love, 

except they be agreed? If no expression of their 

united understanding of the doctrines of grace, to 

which all who compose the body assent, discordant 
and opposite opinions will be found in the church, and 

these will engender strife, and increase to more un¬ 

godliness, As, in this case, 119 bars will exist to pr§- 
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Vent any, who hold the name of Christ, from entering 

the church, opposition and collision of sentiment will 

occasion alienation of heart and of feeling, so that all 

real Christian fellowship must soon be destroyed. We 

know that a community of errors of different shades 

may exist for a time, when they tend to make men 

easy in sin and promise them impunity, and those who 

profess them may unite in such forms of worship as 

they may choose to adopt. The reason is, that all 

false religions agree in their general character, and are 

all perfectly congenial to the feelings and wishes of the 

natural heart. But the church of Christ is founded on 

the peculiar doctrines of the gospel. These form one 

holy system of truth, which is exclusive, and has no 

fellowship with error. 4 Light cannot dwell with dark¬ 

ness. Christ has no concord with Belial.’ The advo¬ 

cates of essential errors in doctrine, and those who 
hold the truth as it is in Jesus, cannot walk harmoni¬ 

ously together in the fellowship of the church. The 

former will resist the peculiar doctrines of grace, from 

hatred to them, the latter will contend for them, from a 

sense of duty and from love. But is a church to be re¬ 

garded as in a prosperous state, when every one has a 

doctrine, has an interpretation, has some different 
views of the gospel. In such a case every thing tends 

to dissolution. The peculiar doctrines of Christ will 

soon be excluded altogether, and with them will go the 

spirit and soul of true piety. Whatever name, there¬ 

fore, the community may retain or assume after this, can 

it be regarded as a church of Christ, when every thing 

peculiar to it or which belongs to it is gone ?—when 

heresy and spiritual death have prostrated every thing 

which distinguished it from a society professing to be 

governed by the light of nature and reason? 
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But it is said, that confessions of faith are human 

compilations and therefore not infallible- This is true ; 

but no reason against their importance. They are dep¬ 

rived from the Bible, and proved by this ; and no one 

is or ought to be required to assent to them, unless he 

sees them to be thus supported, unless they express 

what he believes to be the truth of God. When any 

one declares his views of the doctrines of Christ, or 

that such and such truths are gospel truths, this is his 

creed; and when others are found who agree with 

him, and they make a statement of their belief, this is 

their confession of faith. And the objection, if it be 

one, w ill lie, w ith as much force, against the creed of 

the individual as against the confession of the whole 

community. Both the creed of the individual and of 

the society is to be tried by the scriptures, if it speak 

not according to these it is not to be received; but if 

it do, every one is bound to believe it. 

But it is said again, that such a creed tyrannises over 

the consciences of men, and excludes those from the 

church w ho are worthy. Those are worthy, wrho be¬ 

lieve and submit to the truth, and give evidence of its 

sanctifying powder upon their heart. Confessions should 

embrace only the grand, and peculiar, and prominent, 

and essential doctrines of the gospel, and be proved by 

this. Are those worthy who cannot subscribe to these ? 

But if they contain the plain truth of God, according 

to the enlightened views of the sanctified heart, and if 

no one is required to assent to them, who does not see 

them resting “ upon the foundation of tire Apostles and 
Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 

stone,” how is it that conscience is subject to tyrani- 

eal impositions ? 
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But it is said further, that the Bible, as it is, should 

be the only expression of the faith of any church. Do 

we exclude the Bible ? It is the only infallible rule of 

faith and practice. With this, as the only expression 

of faith, will the church be united in its views of the 

fundamental doctrines of grace ? With no statement 

of what we understand the Bible to teach, shall we 

have fellowship in the word of Christ, and walk toge¬ 

ther in the truth? Shall we affirm this, when we know, 

that damnable heresies are found among those who 

would receive the Bible as the expression of their 

faith, and when we behold contradictory sentiments, 

some of wrhich are destructive, maintained by Chris¬ 

tians, and with arguments drawn from the Bible ? Let 

the Bible be, as it is, the standard of all religious 

truth, and let every one take heed that he rightly under¬ 

stands it, and that he does not wrest it to his own de¬ 

struction. Let those who believe in Christ express 

their view's of what he has taught, and unite in them,' 

and walk together in the order and fellowship of the 

church. 
3. Another thing necessary to constitute a church 

is, those who compose it should explicitly covenant to 

>valk together in the way of obedience to Christ, and 

to be fel!owr-helpers in their Christian course. This 

is nothing more than an expression of those duties 

which they owe to one another, as members of the 

same holy family, and a mutual engagement to per¬ 

form them. These duties are briefly comprised in the 

following directions ; “ Watch over and admonish one 

another ‘.Abstain from whatever will give offence, 

and do good to one another. Maintain brotherly love 

and pray for one another.’ To be under solemn 
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and explicit engagements not only to adorn the do6* 

trine of God our Saviour, but to aid and assist one 

another, in the duties and conflicts of the Christian 

course, is, indeed, a responsible situation, but one 

which is necessary to our spiritual comfort and 

growth in grace. To devote ourselves to God and 

one another, in the gospel of Christ, and covenant to 

walk together in the faith and fellowship of the gospel, 

as joint heirs of the grace of life, comprises, what 
may be considered, the main benefit of being organ¬ 

ized in a church state. Every one knows, that we 

need to be brought under solemn obligations to do our 

duty, in order to secure any degree of faithfulness. 

And he, who wishes to be faithful, will desire to put 

himself under those obligations which will be likely to 

hold him from relapsing. Explicitly to promise, that 

we will seek the peace and prosperity of the church 

of which we are members, and that we will maintain 

the order and submit to the discipline, which Christ 

has ordained, is certainly reasonable, and necessary 

to our own spiritual good, and that of our brethren. 

And this seems to be implied in all those commands, 

to walk in love and fellowship, and in all those direc¬ 

tions and examples concerning discipline, which are 

recorded, and are binding upon Christians. If those, 

who compose a church, were under no explicit cove¬ 

nant engagements, soon no special obligations would 

be felt, the decisions and admonitions of the church 

would be considered without foundation, disorder and 

neglect of Christian duty would prevail. The mem¬ 

bers of every church, therefore, should mutually en¬ 

gage to walk together in love, and to observe the or¬ 

dinances as Christ has commanded them. 
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4. I remark, once more, under this enquiry, those 

who compose a church should be so far, at least, 

united, in their views and feelings, with regard to the 
ordinances of Christ, that they can, with right feelings, 

commemorate together the dying love of Christ, and 

that they should have a reasonable prospect of enjoy¬ 

ing these ordinances. The ordinances of the church 

are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and to these we 

may add a preached gospel. It is known, that, among 

professed Christians, such a diversity of views are 

found, with respect to some of these ordinances, that 

several denominations cannot enjoy these institutions 

of Christ in fellowship. It is surely important that 

the members of the same church should not differ, on 

this subject, so that they cannot, with right feelings, 

commune together. It is as important that they should 

not essentially differ in their views of these ordinances, v 

as it is that they should be agreed in the greater mat¬ 

ters of the doctrines of Christ. Let the apostle’s di¬ 

rection be fulfilled in this as in other things ; “ Be of 

one mind. Live in peace.” But as one principal ob¬ 

ject of a church is, the preservation and enjoyment of 

the ordinances of Christ, those who compose it should 

have a reasonable prospect of being able to observe 

them. Indeed, in covenanting together, a solemn du¬ 

ty is implied to make provision for these. The cir¬ 

cumstances and aspects of providence, in their case, 

should render it probable that, by the ordinary bless¬ 

ing of God, they may discharge this duty. To attend 

upon these ordinances belongs to the engagements 

which they make, and is essential to their increase in 

sanctification. 
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These things, I suppose, must combine to constitute 
a church. Of such a church Christ is to be acknow¬ 
ledged as the head; and the rules of discipline and or¬ 
der which he has prescribed are to be submitted to. 
As to its outward form, if it be congregational, the 
rules and usages of congregational churches ought to 
be observed. Every church of this order has inde¬ 
pendent jurisdiction, as to all its internal affairs. It 
acknowledges the authority of councils in constituting 
churches, in ordaining and dismissing ministers ; and 
appeals to them in cases of difficulty, as a body of refer¬ 
ence for advice. Its form of government is, therefore, 
strictly democratic, and generally without efficiency. 

But we proceed to notice the second enquiry propos¬ 
ed. What is the design of such a church ? On this a 
few remarks will suffice. One design is, that the doc¬ 
trines and ordinances of the gospel may be preserved 
in their purhy, and the religion of Christ propagated 
in the world. Christ has committed his gospel to his 
church, and commanded them to keep and defend it as 
to its doctrines, precepts, and institutions. These are 
a precious legacy, which his people should watch over 
with affectionate care and preserve in its purity. He 
has also, with his dying benediction, left it in charge to 
them ; to preach the gospel to every creature; to 
diffuse the knowledge of his name, and grace, and sal¬ 
vation, among men. Every church then is under the 
most solemn obligations, not only to maintain the truth, 
but, by her prayers, her alms, and her influence, to 
endeavor to extend the knowledge of it throughout the 
world for the salvation of souls. To the church does 
the Saviour look, that his name may be honoured, his 

3 
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grace revealed, and his designs of mercy in the redemp¬ 
tion of men fulfilled. 

Another design of a church is, that believers may 
be sanctified, preserved and prepared for heaven. 
The ordinances of the church were appointed and de¬ 
signed for the benefit of believers. Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper belong to them. The former is the 
token of the covenant between them and their recon¬ 
ciled God and Father; and is to be applied to them 
and their households. The latter is a memorial of 
Christ’s sufferings and death; and the proper receiving 
of it shows their faith in Christ, their love to him and 
their title to the blessings purchased for them by his 
blood. A preached gospel, also, is given by him, 
“ for the perfecting of the saints for the edifying of the 
body of Christ.” These belong to believers, and are 
designed as the grand means of their increase in grace 
and holiness. This effect they ivill have and do have, 
when properly attended upon and observed. The 
church, by means of these ordinances, and by its watch, 

-and discipline, and order, is the school of Christ, in 
which his people are instructed and trained up for glo¬ 
ry. He has promised them eternal life, and that he will 
keep them by his power unto salvation, but they must 
be prepared for heaven, “ through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth,” and they are kept in the 
way by means of a faithful observance of all the duties 
and ordinances which belong to them as professed 
Christians. The design of the church, therefore, is 
worthy of God, and involves the highest interests and 
best happiness of man. On this account, it deserves 
the approbation and support of all where it is establish¬ 
ed. It blesses, not only its members, but the society 



19 

where it is placed. “ All they shall prosper that love 
her.” 

We inquire, finally, what is necessary that this de¬ 
sign of a church may be answered ? On this inquiry 
we have time only to state a few of the most promi¬ 
nent things which relate to it. More than this is the 
less needful, if what we have said be properly consid¬ 
ered. We have only to remember the things which 
should combine in the constitution of a church and the 
grand design of it, and we shall readily perceive what 
is necessary that its great end may be answered. We 
remark, however, 1. That this end will not be 
fully answered without a Pastor. His office is byr the 
appointment of Christ to feed his flock, with the bread 
and water of life, to administer the sacraments- and to 
preside over, and lead in, their assemblies for worship 
and business. It is obvious, therefore, that the great 
object of the institution of a church will not be answer¬ 
ed without a Pastor. For this end he must be a faith¬ 
ful one, i. £. one who holds the truth in the love of it, 
who will preach it, “not aspleasing men but God 
w hich seareheth the heart,” and who will naturally care 
for and seek the spiritual interests of his people. For 
such a Pastor, the church and those who associate 
with it for ^worship, will be willing, if they suitably 
value their own eternal happiness and that of others, 
to make great sacrifice of worldly interest. Without 
a constant and faithful preaching of the word, connect¬ 
ed with the other labors of a Pastor who is approved 
of Christ, it is difficult to see how a church can possibly 
be flourishing, or ever realize the object of its institu¬ 
tion. Of this we must be thoroughly convinced, when 
we look at the original appointment of the Pastor’s 
office, by the great head of the church, and the duties 
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which are assigned him by the same authority, and the 

relation in which he stands to Christ and the church. 
It cannot be supposed, therefore, that religion will be 

promoted and enjoyed by any church, if it be not fa¬ 

vored with the gift from on high of a faithful Minister 

of Christ. 
2. Another thing necessary that the design of a 

church may be answered is, that its members unitedly 

adhere to the true doctrines and word of Christ. This 

is so obvious that it needs not illustration. By these 

is Christ pleased to save them that believe. By these, 

faithfully exhibited and plainly held up to view, he 

brings sinners to repentance and enlarges the borders 

of his Zion. An individual member of a church, by 

embracing and propagating things contrary to sound 

doctrine, may do immense mischief, in deluding and 
destroying the souls of others. But, how much great¬ 

er evil will result to the cause of Christ and the hap¬ 

piness of men when a church departs from the faith, 

and becomes corrupt in sentiment, and ceases to hold 

and exhibit the life giving truths of the gospel ? Christ 

does not bless errors for the sanctification of his people 

and for the salvation of souls. How important, then, 

that a church should hold fast the truth and contend for 

the faith, if she would realize the blessed object of her 
institution. 

3. Another thing necessary that the design of a 

church may be answered is, that discipline be faithful- 

fy maintained. This is a means which Christ has ap¬ 

pointed for edification and not for destruction, and the 

prosperity of the church depends greatly on its being 

carefully observed. It is easy to see, that if a church 

exercise no watch over her members, if she never re¬ 

prove nor endeavour to reclaim offenders, if she suffer 
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Christian duties to be neglected, immoralities to be 

practised, destructive errors to be propagated by the 

brethren, without rebuke and without correction, that 

she would quickly be in disorder, and totally lose her 

visibility in every respect except a bare name. 

That these evils may be found in a church, notwith¬ 

standing her members profess the truth and piety of 

heart, is evident from the imperfection of the best, 

and from the hypocrisy of some who will intrude 

themselves among the faithful, whatever care be ex¬ 

ercised to prevent it. Discipline, therefore, is neces¬ 

sary and must be exercised, that all may be restrained, 

that those who transgress and sin may be reclaimed 

and saved if possible, and that the incorrigible may 

be cut off from the body. To maintain this discipline 

requires a conscientious regard to the directions of 

the good shepherd, and the prevalence of a spirit of 

divine life and love throughout the whole body. 

This only will ensure faithfulness, and be likely to 

render any acts of discipline successful. If any church 

then would answer the end of her institution, she must 

maintain the discipline which Christ has commanded. 

As a motive to this and as an evidence of her duty, 

let her attentively regard the words of the spirit di¬ 

rected to the seven churches of Asia. 

4. I remark, in general, that the design of the 

church may be answered, her members must cherish 

a spirit of forbearance and love to one another, they 

must keep separate from the sinful practices and 

pleasures of the world, they must constantly and with 

prepared hearts attend upon the ordinances of Christ, 

they must maintain the duty of family and social 

prayer, and impart liberally of their substance to sup- 
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port the institutions of Christ, and to extend his holy- 

gospel through the world. 

These things must at once be seen to be neces¬ 

sary to answer the end of the institution of the church. 

But, in addition to all this, let the members deeply 

feel the need of the divine influence of the holy 

spirit, to pervade the whole body and animate and 

invigorate every one of its members. Every means 

of sanctification, every thing necessary to her out¬ 

ward form and visible existence will be in vain, with¬ 

out the holy energy of this divine agent. When he 

moves and animates and controuls, the church will 

** look forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear 

as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners.” 

By his influence only can she be presented to Christ, 

“as a chaste virgin, a pure church, not having spot 

or wrinkle or any such thing.” 
* 

My Brethren and Sisters of this Church now or¬ 

ganised, we believe, on the true foundation, you see 

what is needful to answer the end of your institution. 

Your prosperity and the honor of your beloved Sa¬ 

viour depend on your remembering and practising 

these things. Guard the door to your privileges and 

communion as a church, by requiring, without wa¬ 

vering, a profession of faith in Christ, a suitable 

knowledge of the truth,—evidence of a renewed heart, 

—an assent to your confession of faith, and the dedi¬ 

cation to God and the promises to the church, which 

the covenant presents. Cleave to the truth, be much 

in prayer, “love one another out of a pure heart fer¬ 

vently,” forsake not the ordinances of Christ nor the 

assembling of yourselves together for worship. May 

you shine in the beauty of holiness, so as to attract the 

> 



attention of others and lead their hearts to love and 
worship your divine Saviour. And, by his grace, 
may you be trained up in his church for glory ; and 
may this church be perpetuated as a church of Christ, 
and multitudes, from every successive generation, be 
gathered into it and prepared for and transmitted to 
the church triumphant in heaven. All this you may 
hope for, if you observe these things and are faithful. 
Then will Christ bless you, and4 the God of love and 
peace will be with you.5 

END. 
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